
  

 

The sound of children playing. The smell of dinner on the stove. The daily business of life. 

These are the sights and sounds of success at Solid Ground. There are currently 21residents 

living at the house. We have 12 children ages 3 months to 12 yrs of age, 9 adults, 4 that are 

married, 1 elderly, and 4 single mothers.   
 

The residents are working to develop short term and long term goals, and 

objectives which include applying for affordable housing, obtaining  

gainful employment, and increasing education and/or skills.  Residents are 

given resources for researching and applying for subsidized housing,  

Section 8, home buying programs, assisted and independent living, and 

supportive  housing.  Employability  

training and resources  are  provided. 
  
Residents attend classes on life skills, 

financial budgeting, parenting, em-

ployability skills, basic computer and internet training, job 

search, and direction in educational goals.  The residents 

have been enjoying a Family Fun Night which allows for 

family time doing fun activities between parents and chil-

dren.  Bible study is also offered as an elective for any 

residents who may want to attend.  
 

"Solid Ground took us out of a homeless  shelter and pro-

vided us with a wonderful roof over our heads, and oppor-

tunities to better ourselves and better our lives; opportuni-

ties such as Habitat for Humanity, schooling, parenting, 

Bible study classes and church attendance. Solid Ground 

says they are 'transitional housing,' but it feels like a 

home," said Jayme, the mother of an 18 month old boy. 

 

Our Mission:  

To empower people who are homeless or at risk  

to achieve and maintain independence.  

  A Resource for Friends and Supporters of Solid Ground, Inc.  

A Transitional Home For The Homeless  

Spring/Summer 2009  

 

Save the Date  
 

July  
Grand Traverse Pie Company  

Tuesdays & Thursdays  
 

Boston Market  
July 9, Aug. 13  

 

August  

Lazy Bones Smokehouse,  
Aug. 6  

 

September 18th & 19th  

 Abundant Blessing Sale  
 

October  
Chili Cook -off  

Details to Come  
 

See Page 3 For Details  

Shelter passes final inspectioné 
 

Solid Ground Residents Move In 

"Solid 

Ground is a 

place where 

real life  

occurs." 

  

James, 

SG Resident 
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Diane Lynch didnôt come to 

Solid Ground planning to be-

come a two-term board presi-

dent. She came to the home-

less shelter expecting to do 

what she loved ð  help peo-

ple less fortunate that herself.  
 

For 20 years, Diane had 

worked as a nurse technician. 

When she was diagnosed with 

lupus, she took a disability 

retirement.  

 

It was then that she decided to 

devote herself to a cause.  

 

She helped with a food drive 

for Turning Point. She began 

a womenôs ministry at 

Macomb County Jail. She 

mentored troubled teens 

through the Macomb County 

Drug Court. She worked with 

the homeless in Wayne and 

Macomb counties.  
 

ñIt helps me to know that no 

matter how bad life seems to 

me, I am blessed to have a 

warm bed and food to eat,ò 

she said. ñThis keeps me very 

humble.ò 
 

When she learned about the 

Roseville transitional housing 

 facility, she wanted to help 

its residents.  
 

What she found was founder 

Dee McCardle sitting in a 

shell of an unfinished build-

ing answering the phones, 

and no clients living at the 

shelter. 

 

ñI asked Dee how I could 

help. She looked around and 

then asked me if I would 

mind sweeping the floor.ò  

 

So she did. She answered 

phones and pitched in how-

ever she could. She helped 

put people in touch with 

other agencies, gave away 

donated food, and anything 

else she could do to help the 

needy who came to Solid 

Ground. 

 

Within a year, she had joined 

the Public Awareness Com-

mittee, joined the board and 

became the board president. 

 

Since then, Diane has either 

served on or chaired every 

Solid Ground committee. 

While it has been a lot of 

work, she certainly doesnôt 

regret it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ñIôve learned a lot of knowl-

edge that I would never have 

learned about how to run an 

organization,ò she said. ñSo I 

guess it was in His plan for 

me to come here and go 

through this learning proc-

ess.ò 
 

Next year, Dianeôs second 

term as president ends and 

she will be required to be off 

the board of directors for one 

year. That is when she will be 

able to finally do what she 

came to Solid Ground to 

do...wash dishes, babysit, fol-

low whatever direction her 

team leader gives her. 

 

*Diane Lynch was featured in the May 

issue of Ladies Home Journal. 

Diane Lynch 
 

A True Heart for the Homeless 

Diane Lynch, Solid Ground President 
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The following is a list of items 

needed on a regular basis. Thank 

you in advance. 
 

Food Items: Non-perishables in-

cluding canned fruits, vegetables, 

tomatoes and sauce,  soup,  pasta, 

rice, potatoes, chili, juice boxes, 

snacks (chips, Rice Crispy Treats, 

cheese & crackers, fruit cups), 

syrup 
 

Beverages: Coffee, tea, juices, 

lemonade, Kool-Aid, creamer and 

sugar, coffee stirrers 
 

Paper Products: Toilet paper, nap-

kins, plates, cups, paper towels, 

plastic ware, straws, garbage bags, 

etc. 

Personal Hygiene Products: 

Toothpaste, toothbrushes, soap, 

deodorant, shaving cream, lotion, 

shampoo, conditioner, diapers (all 

sizes), baby powder, feminine hy-

giene products, etc. 
 

Household Items: Towels, wash 

cloths, detergent, fabric softener 

 

Office Supplies: Paper, legal pads, 

memory sticks for PCs, pens, 

pocket folders 

 

Client Needs: Bus tickets, gift 

cards for gasoline, Target, Wal-

Mart, Kmart, Kohl's or other de-

partment stores for clothing items  

and personal items. 
 

Other Items: BBQ grill (gas or 

charcoal) with grill tools,  cereal 

dispensers, double burner Bunn 

Coffee Maker, stainless steel 

cleaner, large rolls of Saran Wrap 

and aluminum foil, high-

temperature dishwasher soap 
 

Solid Ground is also in need of 

cash donations to pay for utilities 

and perishable food items.  
 

Volunteer are needed in a variety 

of areas from gardening to serving 

meals to clerical work.  
 

For information on volunteer op-

portunities or internship placement 

at Solid Ground, call 586-772-

3604. 

Whatės New NEWS  

Upcoming Events 
 

Join Solid Ground supporters as they Dine for Donations.  
 

The Grand Traverse Pie Company will host a Cherry Jubilee Celebration on each Tuesday and 

Saturday from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. during the month of July. Bring your flier (see page 5), order 

lunch, dinner or dessert and Solid Ground will receive 15% of your purchase. Grand Traverse 

Pie Company is located at the corner of Hall and Schoenherr roads in Sterling Heights.  
 

Boston Market features a Solid Ground Fundraiser Night on the second Tuesday of each 

month, from 4 p.m. to closing. Clip our coupon (see page 7) or print some from the website. 

Go to www.bostonmarket.com. Click on fundraising and then on event tickets and print. A full 

15% of your purchase will be returned to Solid Ground. Boston Market is located on Hoover, 

south of I-696. 
 

Lazy Bones Smokehouse is sponsoring an all-you-can-carry, carry-out pig roast on Aug. 6 

from 6-9 p.m. Fill a carry-out container, pay $10, which goes to Solid Ground, and chow! 

Lazy Bones is located on Groesbeck Road, north of I-696.  

 

Dust off all those unused small appliances, furnishings, household items, and electronics. 

Launder your extra linens and last yearôs outfits. Donate them to Solid Groundôs Abundant 

Blessing Sale then shop to see if you can find any new treasures. Call 586-772-3604 and ar-

range to drop off your donated items. The sale will be Sept. 18-19 at Solid Ground. 
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Executive Director 
Dear Friends of Solid Ground, 

 

I would like to thank you for the years of 

prayers, support and commitment you have 

given to Solid Ground. Your efforts made it 

possible for Solid Ground to open its doors 

to area families on March 3, 2009. 
 

Currently, Solid Ground has 21 individuals 

living at the shelter. Of those, 12 are chil-

dren.  

 

Our residents benefit from parenting classes, 

financial management classes, life skills 

classes, computer classes, career  planning, 

family fun night, and weekly Bible classes. 

Our residents also are involved in weekly 

church services at our local churches.  

 

In addition to the classes, our residents are 

receiving three meals per day, counseling 

services from our on-staff social worker, ser-

vices from our client advocates and the vari-

ous volunteers that help out at Solid Ground.  
 

All of our school-aged children are enrolled 

in school, and getting the tutoring services  

 

 

that  they  may need  here at Solid Ground. It 

has been a blessing to see families move 

from feeling hopeless to feeling hopeful. It is  

encouraging to know that all are being 

changed and that with your continued sup-

port and prayers, Solid Ground will achieve 

its mission to empower those who are home-

less or at risk of becoming homeless to 

achieve, and then how to maintain their in-

dependence. 

 

As executive director of Solid Ground, I 

would like to thank you for the support and I 

would love the opportunity to speak to you 

or your organization about our facility. If 

you would like me, or another representative 

of Solid Ground to share our mission and 

our needs, please donôt hesitate to contact us 

at 586-772-3604, ext. 11 to set up a meeting. 
 
 

    Sincerely, 

                                           

    LaWanda Jackson 

    Executive Director 

 

 
from the desk of... 

 

 

A quick and easy way to get involved in our ñfamilyò is to volunteer to prepare and serve lunch or dinner for 

our shelter residents. What all does it take? Well, not nearly as much as you might think. 
 

First, get your group of volunteers together. Turn to your friends, members or your club or your church, co-

workers or family members. (Just remember, they must be 18 years of age or older) It takes a minimum of two 

people to prepare or serve. Then call to set up a date. 
 

Plan to spend from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. for lunch and from 3-5:30 p.m. for dinner. The cost is a mere $50 for lunch 

and $100 for dinner. 
 

If you need additional information, you can call Executive Director Lawanda Jackson at 586-772-3604 x 11.   

Help Feed Our Family 
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