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Our Mission:  
To empower people who are homeless, or at risk,  

to achieve and maintain independence.  

Now you can become a ñFanò of  Solid Ground on 

Facebook or follow us on Twitter.  
 

You will be the first to receive information on every-

thing from current events to residential updates.  

Pictures, discussions, event invitations and more are 

available through these networking sites.  

 

Dear Friends of Solid Ground: 
 

On March 31, 2009 the vision of Solid 

Ground became a reality when our 

first family, a single mother with two 

young children, made Solid Ground 

their new home. Today we have 10 

families, which include 14 children. 
 

With the love and dedication of staff 

members, volunteers, and community 

members who have dedicated their 

life to the service of helping people, 

we have seen these families transition 

from hopeless to hopeful, fearful to 

fearless.  
 

I have families who are committed to 

a new destiny, who refuse to allow 

their past circumstances dictate their 

future experience.   
 

These life-changes happened through 

the prayers of our friends, community 

supporters and the hard work of every 

board member. 
 

I would like to thank Our Lord and 

Savior for giving Dee the vision of 

Solid Ground, and for her being obe-

dient to the charge the Lord gave her 

to help those in need. Lacking an ear 

to hear Godôs mission, none of this 

could have been achieved. I would 

like to thank the Board of Directors, 

which, when Dee battled with various 

health issues, believed in the vision, 

and kept the vision alive. 
 

But most of all, I thank you all for 

giving me the opportunity to be a part 

of the vision. God blessed me when 

he sent me to Roseville, Michigan to 

work with a group of people who love 

the Lord, who believe in people and 

who are willing to help others. 
 

On December 8, 2008 I had no idea 

where to start but I knew that God 

gave me a charge!  Since then, I have 

seen some big and small changes in 

lives at Solid Ground.  Some have 

been with our residents, some with 

our staff, some with our volunteers, 

our Board of Directors, and even 

within myself.  
 

However I count it all a blessing. I 

have come to know that Maya Ange-

lou was right when she said, ñPeople 

will forget what you say, people will 

forget what you did, but people will 

never forget how you made them 

feel.ò 
 

What we are doing here at Solid 

Ground is empowering people, giving 

people a home, and most important, 

allowing the love of Our Lord and 

Savior to be evident in our daily walk. 
 

LaWanda Jackson 

Executive Director 



If one spends any amount of 

time at Solid Ground, they are 

going to see Elizabeth Elie at 

work. 

 

She came to Solid Ground in 

the spring of 2008 after Frank 

Tenkel, SG Board Vice Presi-

dent and Project Construction  

Manager, took her on a tour of 

the facility.  

 
 

ñI was quite impressed with 

his great devotion and, having 

worked with MCREST, St. 

Dominicôs Soup Kitchen in 

Detroit, and a Laotian family 

through my church, I was a lit-

tle familiar with the homeless 

and their plight,ò Elizabeth 

said. 

 

ñI had the pleasure of meeting 

the founder of Solid Ground, 

Dee McCardle. I was blessed 

with her story of how Solid 

Ground came to be and the 

miracle of all the volunteers 

that had helped to make it hap-

pen,ò she added. 

 
 

Before the house opened, 

Elizabeth cleaned,  swept,  

painted, and did anything else 

that needed to be done. 

 

ñI was so inspired that I wanted 

to roll up my sleeves and dig in 

and Dee very graciously al-

lowed me to do that.  I started 

compiling the list of volunteers, 

but not without the help of 

many others who miraculously 

walked through the door just at 

the right time and stayed long 

enough to get the job done,ò 

she explained.   

 

ñIt was really quite fascinating 

to watch the Lord make things 

happen.ò 

 
 

Originally from Canada, Eliza-

beth attended St. Maryôs Acad-

emy and then went to nursing 

school at Hotel Dieu Hospital. 

It was there she met an intern 

who was to become her hus-

band.  
 

The couple moved to Cincin-

nati for a time and then relo-

cated in Michigan in 1962. 
 

 

Elizabeth quit working in the 

mid-70s to raise the coupleôs 

two sons and two daughters. 

  

Today, they have nine grand-

children 

 

Elizabeth now serves as the co

-chair of the Volunteer  com-

mittee with board member 

Holly Fujishige. She also picks 

up food donations. 

 

But since  March, when resi-

dents began to move in, she 

has become very active with 

the children. 
 

ñWhat fun,ò she said, ñfor 

each child is unique and I am 

so grateful that I can play a 

small role during their time of 

need.ò 

Elizabeth Elie 

  




